[The discourse of the criteria for quality in qualitative research].
Despite being a young discipline nursing science in the German-speaking area produces a growing number of research studies; many of them are qualitative in nature. Thus, it seems timely to raise questions about which quality criteria should be used to conduct and evaluate qualitative studies and to discuss how the scientific community in general and nursing science handle these issues. This article includes additional aspects of the recent quality discourse in German social and nursing science literature. For a better appraisal of the German-speaking discourse it will be taken a short comparison with current articles of English-speaking journals. A terminal discussion of the main results follows.